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Preach'd before the 


QUEEN 


n 


Cathedral Church of St. Paul, London, 
The xxviik Day of June MDCCVI. 


Being the Day appointed for a 


General Thankſgiving 


To Almighty God for the Succeſs of Her 
MaJzsTY's Arms in Flanders and Spain, Qc. 
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DEurERON. XXXIII. 29. 


Happy art thou, O Iſrael: Who is like 
unto thee, O People ſaved by the 
Lord, the Shield of thy Help, and 
who u the Sword of thy Excellency ! 
And thine Enemies ſhall be found 
Liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread 
upon their high Places. 


Y Text concludes that Bleſſtng , v.. 
\ 4 wherewith Moſes, the Man of God, 
A. bleſſed the Children of Hrael a Lt- 
tle before his Death. The future Fortunes 


of which Nation (as ſome Verſes next be. v. 26, K. 
fore 
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fore make it reaſonable to o believe) were 
preſented to his Prophetick Mind, in a long 
Train of memorable and marvellous Events. 
Some of them Signal Dehverances, owing 
to the Shield of their Help: Others, Ama- 
zing Victories, won by the Sword of their 
Excellency : All conſpiring to repreſetit God, 
as their Eternal Protectour and Almighty 
Leader: The Former, to eſtabliſh them in 
perfect Security; The Latter, to exalt them 
with uncommon. Succeſles. 

I ſhall not detain this Audience upon the 
Explanation of the Words, any longer than 
juſt while I obſerve the proper import of 
Two Expreſſions; Both which are evidently 
deſigned to ſignify the Diſappointment. and 
Defeat of all Them, who ſhould attempt to 
oppoſe or diſturb this People in their promiſed 
Inheritance. 


The Firſt is, Thine Enemies „ ſhall be 
Hai Liars unto thee. Hereby may be meant 
The fruſtrating of their Expectations, The 
Vanity of their Dependencies, And all the 
mighty Boaſts, which Iſrael ſhould quickly 
ſee vaniſh into Smoke. This Senſe implies 
thoſe Enemies being deceived themfelves. 


But 
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bouring to deceive Iſrael by falſe and flat- 
tering Pretences. Thus did the Gubeornites jyg., js. 
in particular. And hereby is implyed the 
tameſt and moſt ſervile Submiſlion, that Fear 
and Conſternation can ſuggeſt to poor Hpi— 
rited Creatures: Thole wretched officious 
Fawnings, by which ſuch deprecate the Re- 
ſentment of a Force at whole Mercy they 
lye, when throwing themſelves at the Feet, 
and imploring the Clemency and Protection, 
of a Conquerour, whoſe Progreſs they are 
no longer in a condition to obſtruct. 
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2. By the Other Expreſſion, Thou halt 
tread upon their high Places, may be under- 
ſtood reducing and diſmantling (as in the 
caſe of Jericho) thoſe Cities great and fenced joſn. vi. 
up to Heaven, for which the Canaanites arc Deut. is. 1. 
{aid to have been particularly formidable. IX. Gr. 
Others, and indeed Verſions of great Au- Cf“ 
thority, apply it to the Head and upper Parts 7 
of the Body ; and from thence, by an caly ATI 
Metaphor, to Princes and great Comman- 
ders. The treading on whole Necks, when 
ſubdued in Battel, was a Ceremony deno- 
ting the completeſt Victory and moſt abſo- 
lute Subjection. And this we find practiſed 

upon 
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Jolh. x. 24 upon the five Kings combined againſt Jo- 

| ſbua. Which ſome Interpreters have judged 
a remarkable and even literal Accompliſhment 
of the Prophecy in my Text. 


Grot. I add once more, that an Expoſitor of 
great Learning joins both theſe in one Sen- 
rence, to the following effect. If thine 
Enemies fhall be found Liars unto thee, thou 
ſhalt tread upon their high Places: Which 
imports (what We, to be ſure, have reaſon 
to eſteem a very valuable Mercy) that, when 
Iſrael's Enemies had made Leagues of Peace 
and Friendſhip, if, upon any inviting Con- 
juncture afterwards, they ſhould ſacrifice Ho- 
nour and Conſcience to Advantage, ſtrike in 
with the favourable Opportunity, and enter 
upon new injurious Meafures ; it was neither 
their numerous Armies, nor their ſtrong Towns, 
that ſhould be able to protect the Fraud. 
For God would fee Right done to his Peo- 
ple, aſſiſt them in bringing their faithleſs Ad- 
verſaries to Reaſon, and in chaſtiſing the 
Baſeneſs of ſuch undeferved Provocations. 


| Theſe I preſume to have been the Pri- 
| vileges, which when the Man of God foreſaw, 
} he contemplated with a Joy too ſtrong to be 
contained ; 
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contained; and thereupon broke out into 
the rapturous Words now laid before you. 
Happy art thou, O Iſrael! Who is like unto 
Thee, O People ſawed by the Lord, He is 
the Shield of thy Help, and the Sword of thy 
Excellency ! And thine Enemies ſhall be found 
Liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon their 
high Places. | | 


I take for granted, You have gone before 
me, in applying to the Occaſion of this 
Auguſt Aſſembly both my Text and the II- 
luſtration of it. And indeed, if Moſes were 
cxalted, as you have ſeen, with a Pro- 
phetick View only of Bleſlings then far di- 
ſtant; What ſhould forbid Us, who have ſcen, 
and felt, and ought to be tranſported with 
the Goodneſs of the Lord, to take the like 
Gratulation into every one of Our Mouths ? 
Elpecially at a time, when We can enlarge 
the matter of our Gladneſs, by very com- 
fortable Preſages of its Continuance, and yet 


daily Increaſe, upon Our Iſrael. - Nay, when, 


all Circumſtances laid together, we may rea- 


lonably take leave to hope, that, even while' 


we are paying to God the humble Tribute 
of This, His Merciful Providence is laying the 
Foundation of Another, ſolemn Thankſgiving.” 
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His Merciful N I "iS For unleſ; 

we place the laſt Reſort of all there, the 
Diſtinftions of this joyful Day are no bet- 
ter than the Pomp of Hypocriſie. And 
therefore I ſhall endeavour to improve them, 
by ſhewing, with Reſpect, Firſt to Iſrael, 
and Secondly, to our Selves, that which i: 
manifeſtly the Subſtance of my Text : 
0 1.0 Wich how good Reafon all Succeſſes of 

is Nature are aſeribed to Almighty God ; 
And then, (2.) How juſtly that People i: 
pronounced Happy, whoſe Protection is un- 
dertaken, and Whole Battcls are fought by 


Him. 


1. Theſe Points, fo far as Iſrael is con- 
cern'd, are properly matter of Contempla- 
tion only: Becauſe ſo evident, that to at- 
tempt a Proof of them were to abuſe you 
Patience. None, who are perſuaded, ra 
God diſpoſes the Affars of this lower World, 
can #59 84 either Their Security, of whoſe 
Help He is the Shield, or Their Succeſs, of 
whole Excellency He is the werd. And 3s 
little can Any, who beheve Moſes and the 
Frophety, queſtion whether Iſrael were a 
Peqple . ſaved by the Lord. For, E 
elſe 


— 0 
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Il 


elſe in effect is the Hiſtory of the Old Te- 
ſtament, but a Series of Action, whereby a 


handful of Men (comparatively ſpeaking ) 


became ſuperior to Enemies, ſo vaſtly an 
Over match both in Number and Strength, 
that we no where read of Events any thing 


near, any thing like, or even worthy to be 
named with Theſe? 


Here we are inform d, how this Almigh- 
ty Defender made bare his Arm, and got 
himſelf an everlaſting Name; Sometimes, by 
going out of the Stated Courſe of Nature ; 
Sometimes, by arming the Creatures on the 
Side of his Beloved ; Often, by ſtriking in- 
to whole Armies and Countries ſudden and 
irrefiſtible Terrours ; Generally, by inſpi- 
ring the Choſen Race with Courage and 
Power to do more than Men; Always, by 
ordering Matters fo, that His Honour and 


Their Safety were in the Iſſue effectually con- 


ſulted. 


2. So plain and manifold are the Indica- 
tions of God's engaging on behalf of Iſrael. 
But when it is that he does ſo on Ours, can 
only be inferr d from ſuch a Likeneſs of Ca- 
ſes, as the preſens Condition of Affairs will 
| B 2 admit. 


| 


Than ſerving —— 


— — 


admit. The ſame miraculous Appearances are 
not to be expected between contending 
Chriſtians, as Omnipotence then exerted it 
ſelf in. Thoſe were neceſſary Diſtinctions of 
Favour to the One only People, acknow- 
ledging the true God; and awakening Evi- 
dences to a whole Pagan World beſides, that 
their Idols could profit them nothing. But 
War, 1n the Nature of the thing, does how- 
ever continue to be an Appeal to the Sove- 
reign Judge of All; in Controverſies, which 
independent Powers on Earth cannot, or will 
not, amicably compoſe. And, although the 
Meaſures of Providence may be altered, yet 
does it not ſtand by idle and unconcerned. 
God ſtill aſſerts his antient Prerogative ; 
and, as well by many expreſs Declarations, 
as by ſignificant Titles of himſelf, in Scrip- 
ture , puts Men in mind very frequently, 
to whom the Iſſue of the Combat is due, 


even when they might lye under the 


ſtrongeſt Temptations of taking it to them- 
ſelves. 


That all 2 comes from God, * m- 


deed been ſometimes inculcated ck ve 

ill Deſi; ign, and a great deal of wicked So- 

OP employed, to Pallets: ignorant and bi- 
goted 
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goted Zealots, that Succeſs, even in the 
moſt villainous Enterpriſes, is a Mark of Di- 
vine Approbation and Favour. But, though 
the Counſels of Providence be a dark and 


Right that ſuffer Wrong, Preſerving Chriſtian 
People in their Laws and Liberties, Dydoing tai. vii 


2 great Deep, yet are the Fallacies, impo- 

[- {ed on this Occaſion, caſie to be ſeen through, 

it by Them who are careful impartially to 

5 examine, into The Merits of the Cauſe engaged 

v in, The Ends propoſed from that Engage- 

2 ment, And the viſible Interpoſitions of God's 

h own Hand, in the Events conſequent there- 

I upon. It is, I conceive, Our peculiar Feli- 

IC city, that all theſe Conſiderations concur to 

et juſtifie our preſent Rejoycing. And there- | 

d. fore I will not ſuffer my {ſelf to doubt your 1 

5 Patience, while I briefly repreſent the Part t 

8, we appear to have in them. [| 

4 2 | 

7 God is a general Lover of Mankind. The 0 

e, | Benignity of his Nature, and the Temper of 1 

1C | his Laws, do both conſpire in promoting their 1 

's common Happineſs. Hence Helping Them to | 
| 

n- heavy Burdens, Breaking the Tokes, Looſing 5 8 

v4 the Bands of Wickedneſs, and tetting the Op- | | 

Oz preſſed go free, are Actions, which he loves, i 

7 recommends, and i highly honoured by. i 
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And therefore, when juſt Arms are taken u 
for theſe generous Purpoſes, we may be bold 
to ſay, He thinks himſelf a Party, and that 
the Battle is not Ours but God's. 


The Caſe, as I ſaid, is not in All Points 
the lame with that of Iſrael's Adverſaries; 
But is not this of Ours in ſome reſpects the 
worſe, for the Difference, which is between 
them? F or, to make outward Shew of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and yet break in upon 
thoſe Rights of Society, which it intends to 
guard; To turn Articles, and Oaths, and 
Renunciations, and all the ſtrongeſt Ties of 
mutual Faith, into inſtruments of Perfidiouſ- 
neſs and Deceit, Avarice and Ambition ; 
To make the moſt perfect Syſtem of Chari- 
ty and Tenderneſs a Pretence for Cruelty 
and Perſecution ; are Provocations but the 
more heinous and flagrant, for profeſſing a 
Goſpel fo palpably perverted and abuſed. 
And, in regard the World by this time may 
be fully ſatisfied, that a Moſt Chriſtian Ty- 
ranny may put on Chains, as heavy as a Hea- 
then one; They, who lye under or have 
Cauſe to fear them, are as proper an Object 
of the Divine Protection; And They, who 
e and prepare them are as obnoxious 


to 
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to the Divine Vengeance ; As if that Faith 
were expreſſy diſown'd in Words, which in 


Works 1s moſt ablurdly denied. 


Well Adee may we look upon it, as 
an Act of God's particular Love and Favour, 
when he raiſes up Inſtruments to chaſtiſe and 
check ſuch Oppreſſion. And, fare I am, 
Their noble Undertakings will Prove of more 
auſpicious Inflaence to the preſent Genera- 
tion, and deliver down a more glorious 
Name to Poſterity; A Name, that ſhall 
be written in CharaGers more durable, and 
be read with greater Admiration and Delight, 
than Pompous Titles and Triumphal Arches, 
polluted with the Blaſphemy of nauſeous 
Flatterers, the Tears of enflaved Subjects, the 
Blood of Chriſtians wantonly ſpilt, and the 


Sufterings of Proteſtants — Perſe⸗ 
cuted. 


Upon this account particularly the Memo- 
ry of our deceaſed Prince deſerves to live in 
Honour, and muſt needs do fo, as long as 
there are Liberties in Europe; And Theſe, 
{ hope, are now about to be made as laſt 
ing, as Time it ſelf. But the Bleſſings heap- 
ed upon his Royal Succeſſour call upon, ow 
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furniſh abundant matter for our preſent Me: 
ditation. And They are ſuch, as fill us with 
humble Confidence, that God hath reſerved 
to Her the Glory of finiſhing that Great 
Work ſpeedily, which He, in deſpight of 
all Difficulties, had ſo magnanimouſly begun. 


The Cauſe, in which we are embarked, is 
common. The Principle we act upon, Chri- 
ſtian and commendable. Not an inordinate 


"Thirſt of falſe Honour, to be acquired by 


Slaughter and Devaſtation ; Not a Greedi- 
neſs to enlarge our Tenitories, or to enrich 
our Treaſures with Spoils, at the expence of 
innocent and pcaceable Neighbours ; But an 
honeſt Defire to bring back into its old Chan- 


nel what Encroachment and Uſurpation have 


drawn away: To adjuſt ſuch a Balance of 
Power, as may prevent our Selves and our 
Allies becoming a Prey to an inſatiable De- 
vourer ; To eſtabliſh Security of Commerce, 
and a mutual good Underſtanding between 


achacent Countries; And to aſſure the Quiet 
= Safety of the whole Weſtern World. 


In ſhort, We proceed upon a' Principle, 
which aims at Peace; And had much ra- 
ther have no Necellity of Fighting, than 
rhe h Glory of Conquering. But Ours 


15 
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5 is plain, a Neceſiity. The: only Remedy left us, 
when Fact hath 90 clearly demonſtrated, chat 


with Some no Peace is laſting, no Treaties 
ſacred, upon any other foot, than want of 


Wiler to (Fea; chem. irt a 


Net- us now, in the Laſt place, give our 
{elves the Satisfaction of obſerving, how De- 
ſigns ſo juſt and wiſe and honourable have 
been 8 in the Execution. And 
here a ſpacious and delightful Scene opens 
upon me. In the Deſcription whereof, if 
I hall, as I am ſenſible, I muſt very far, 
fall ſhort,; you will pleaſe to remember, 
that the Greatneſz of our Felicity, and the 
Goodneſs of our God, have done Honour 
to this Day by a Complication of Sub- 
jects, which neither the Time, nor the 
Copiouſneſs of the Matter, will allow me 
to = — a juſt, Enlargement upon. 

I need not ſay, that God does now 
work generally by humane and ordinary 
Means: But I muſt; beg leave to remind 
you, that even Thoſe Means do notwith- 
ſtanding fail or take place, according to 
His Permiſſion and Direction. In War, for 
inſtance  (, where Strength and Numbers, 


5 FI Courage 


17 


A 4 Thankſgiving Sermon 


—— — 


of God, in directing, at ſo very Critical 


Courage and Diſciphine, Stratagem and 
Conduct, are the Springs, upon which the 
Fortunes of the Field are thought to turn) 
the Providence of God is frequently figna. 
lized, by making ſealonable ' Diſcoveries , 
ſuggeſting wiſe Counſels, furniſhing favou- 
rable Opportunities, diſpiriting the Strong, 
defeating the Many, inſpiring with uncom. 
mon Bravery the Few, to whom He vii. 
bly. makes the Conqueſt His Gift; and, 
Laſtly, by qualifying firſt and ſingling out 
for the bringing to paſs his merciful Pur- 
poſes, Men of eminent Abilities and Im- 
portance; and then mote 'peculiarly pro- 
tecting Their Perſons, upon Whom the Iſſue 
may ſeem chiefly to depend. In feveral of 
theſe Inſtances our moſt gracious Lord hath 
of late fo diſtinguiſhed: Us and Our Affairs, 
that I cannot think the Duty of this Day 
diſcharged, without ſome thatikfut Recolle- 
ction of them 


10 begin then with the happy Progreſs 
of Her Majeſty's Arms in Spain. It were 
Blindneſs not to diſcern the particular Hand 


an Inſtant, the ſurpriſing Attack made by 
our palſant Countrymen, upon that Har- 


bour 
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bour and Fortreſs, which gave us the firſt 


footing, and laid the Foundation of our 
ſubſequent Advantages, in that Kingdom. In 
the mighty Concernment whereof we were 
ſoon inſtructed, by the ſeaſonable Refreſh. 
ments our Fleets found there, after a Bat- 
tel fought , on Our Side, with great Ine- 
quality. of Force; but with what Reſolu- 
tion and Succeſs, we need no other E- 
vidence, than the Diſability of making 
any formidable Figure at Sea, which the 
French have ' manifeſtly lain under ever 


— 
: 


— 


* 


ſince. | . a 
Io the ſame kind Providence we owe 
it, that the Enemy, rightly computing the 
Strength and Conſequence of that valuable 
Poſt, eſteemed it worth reducing at any 
rate. But, when their Efforts were ſo vi- 
gorous, and their Army ſo well appointed, 
as threatned once more to take from it 
the boaàſted Title of Iypregnable; Theſe 
were ſuſtained by a Princk of Inimortal 
Merit and Renown! By whoſe admirable 
1Sagacity; and Vigilanoe, and Courage, the 
Rafioger s, nlp Ahpp Wed, 
but fo waſted and hrpReeh, as guy to 
facilitate thoſe Improvements of this · Provi- 
AT GC 2- . dential 
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Gaal Beginning, which God reſerved | fot 
the enſuing Year. 


Then did His auſpicious Influence ſhine 
out more bright upon the Confederate 
Arms, under the Command of a Genius, 
peculiarly adapted to fuch an Undertaking, 
His Activity, and Vigour, and Noble Fire 
preſs'd on apace; and quickly rendred him 
a Sanctuary to the Friends, and a Terrour 
to the Enemies of his Cauſe. To Theſe 
we in great meaſure owe the ſwift Redu- 
ction firſt, and afterwards the ſeaſonable 
Relief, of a City, to whoſe Fate that of 
the 5 paniſh Monarchy was thought ſo cloſe- 
ly allied, that Two. contending Princes were 
boncerned to claim it rerlocdaliy, And the 
Deciſion: of this Prize ſo honourably diſpu- 
ted, (together with the Impreſſions made in 
other, Provinces . of that Kingdom, by a 
Commander of unqueſtionable Callantiy and 
Zeal,) is now, welhope, a finn Eſtabliſhment 
of Glory and Dominion to Him whoſe Royal] 
Preſence was both its Honour and its Preſer- 


vation And Both together are ce an 
[Hlkaſtrions Acceſſion de the Triumphs and De- 


| vorions ol. thus dab Day. Lit of 10 
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The former is ſo to the Devotions of 
it more eſpecially. For this hath God done 
in ſuch a manner, that all Men may plainly 
perceive: it was His Work, The unanimous 
Conſtancy of the Citizens, The active Zeal 
of the Countrey, The obſtinate Valour of 
the Garriſon, The Diligence and Bravery 
of our Soldiers and Commanders both b 
Sea and Land, had probably all fail'd of 


their intended Effect; if He, who alone 
can command the Winds and the Seas, had 


not brought Them in to fight for us alſo. 
For thus they evidently did, firſt by repul- 
ſing our Adverſaries former Attempt with 
Loſs; then by detaining a part of our Fleet 
till the Squadrons expected to remforce them 
could unite; and at laſt by conducting 


them to the Succour of the Beſieged, in 


the very Article of extreme Danger and Di 
ſtreſs. All which produced a Flight ſo pre- 
cipitate and diſhonourable, that He ſeem'd 


now uto have confounded our Enemies with 


his Terrors, who had a little before dif. 
appointed and perſecuted them with his 
Storms. of, ieee, 49187 
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Let us, in the next place, magnifie the 
Mercy of God, for the Empire reſcued from 
imminent Danger, by an Action in Germany, 
never to be forgotten, of which a higher 
Character cannot be given than that in Gal- 


lantry and Renown it equalled that of the Two 


conſummate and Heroick Generals who con- 
ducted it. But now more eſpecially let us praiſe 
him for the Auſtrian Rights vindicated, and in 
good Degree reſtored, by means of a late Vi- 
Qtory, ſurpaſſing even the moſt Sanguine of out 
Expectations. And here we cannot be juſt 
to the Giver of all good Gifts, without 
efteeming it an Inſtance of His ſpecial Fa- 
vour, that he raiſed up for ſo nice a JunQure 
a Commander, ſo formed by Nature, fo fi- 
niſhed by Experience, for bold and noble En- 
terprizes. Whole Sedateneſs and Judgment 
in Counſel, Courage and Preſence of Mind 
in Action, Whoſe deſerved Authority with 
all our Allies, and whoſe peculiar Felicity in 
gaining and improving Advantages, are the 
Bleſſing of his Own, the Envy and Wonder 
of every Age and Nation. To His 'marvel- 
lous Application and Victorious Name we 
owe an honourable Revulſion in the Spaniſh 
Netherland, almoſt as ſpeedy, as that infa- 


MOUS 
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mous one made ſome Years ago by Treachs. 
ry and Surpriſe; A Country, wont to be 
gotten by Inches, but Now retrieved, (reſ- 


cued rather) in the beginning of one olorious 
Campaign. 


Now, Does the Scripture deſcend fo low, Exo. xxx. 3. 
as to aſcribe to the Spirit of God, rhe Skill 
and curious Contrivance of Artificers ; And 
can we imagine, that God will not inſiſt 
upon having the Honour of ſuch a Man 
as This? That we acknowledge all his 
Great Accompliſhments to Him, who makes 
one differ from another, and diſtributes to 
every Man ſs 5 He will ? But partt- 
cularly are we bound, for his Safety and 
Succeſs, to adore the Hand from above that 
held him faſt, and the Arm that ftrength'ned 
him. The Sons of Violence were well a- 
ware, that Victory it ſelf would be bought 
too dear, at the Expence of that 'tmportant 
Life; And they bent their Efforts according- 
ty. But His and Our Almighty Protectour 
ſignalzed himſelf by covering him from a 
Death, the very near Approach whereof 
ought to ſtir and keep up in us a thankful 
Senſe of ſo great and ſcaſonable a Delive- 
rance. And, I prelume, we make the right 
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Ute of God's ſo remarkable Interpoſition in 
our Favour, when we hope, and even truſt, 
that the Meaſure of His Conqueſts and Our 
1 Benefits from them is not yet full, while the 
Wo: Braveſt of Generals continues to be thus pre- 
| ſerved for the Honour and Service of the 

| Beſt of Queens. 
Rl It makes another Article in our Praiſes 
due upon this Occaſion, that the Prince, 
h whoſe Cauſe we aflert, appears to be diſtin- 
Mit guiſhed by all the Qualities and Ornaments of 
| | | a Great and truly Royal Mind. His undaun- 
| | ted Reſolution in Danger, His unwearied 
1 Application, the Condeſcenſion of bis Car: 
riage, and the Encouragement of his Exam- 
ple, have already gained the Hearts of his 
Subj eas, and the very tender Regards of his 
Allies. And What indeed can Subzedts wiſh 
for more, than a Monarch entitled to Do- 
if minion by Merit as well as Deſcent ? And 
1 What can be a greater Endearment to Allies, 
4 than the Opportunity of placing a Crown 
on ſuch a Head; where the Honour of Giv- 
ing can only be excceded, by That of Re: 


CCIVing it at ſuch Hands? 


' 


But 
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But above all, What Expreſſionsof Thank- 
fulneſs, in this time of our Solemnitics, ſhall 
We of Theſe Nations find, commenſurate 
to that moſt valuable one, which God hath 
appointed, next under Himſelf, the Cauſe 
and Inſtrument of All our publick Bleflings ? 
Her, whole auſpicious Reign (which God of 
his Mercy long, very long continue) in the 
ſhort Space of Four Years, hath brought 
down from Heaven ſuch fignal and accumu- 
lated Succeſſes, as ſeem to declare her, of all 
the Princes of the Earth, the Perſon, whom 
God delights to honour. Let Others ſeck 
out mercenary Hiſtorians, dexterous in elo- 
quent Flattery to write their Annals. Hers 
ask no Art or Ornament. A faithful nay a 
modeſt Relation would ſcarce find Credit 
hereafter; but that the Benefits of her Go- 
vernment will be tranſmitted with her Sto- 
ry; And Poſterity ſhall be convinced by a 
Feeling of that Happineſs, which they might 
otherwiſe lye under ſome Temptation of ma- 
king a Difficulty to believe. 


The Peace and Tranquillity of Her Own, 


The Fame and Power of her Arms in O- 
D ther 
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ther Countries, The Diſtinctions and Glory 
of the Engliſh Valour, (a natural Conſe. 
quence of Engliſh Liberty) The effectual 
Support of Her Allies, The generous Vin- 
dication of injured Princes, The ſeaſonable 
Reſtraint of potent Oppreſſion, The van- 
quiſhing Foreigners into their own Freedom, 
and exchanging their Slavery for legal Pro- 
perties and Rights: Theſe are ſhining Bean. 
ties in Her Adminiſtration: In which ſhe 
hath been reſembled but by Few, In Any of 
them ſcarce ever excelled, In All of them 
never equalled. | 


In Theſe however the Wiſdom of Her 
Counſellors, The Wealth and Affection of 
Her People, The prudent Diſpoſition of Her 
Treaſure, The Courage of Her Souldicry, 
The Conduct of Her Commanders, and the 
Aſſiſtance of Her Confederates: may claim 
fome Share. But there is ſomething behind, 
in the Honour of which: ſhe hath on Earth 
ao Partner, Her Royal and truly Chriftian 
Virtues. Theſe are properly Her Own ; 
And Theſe too have no ſinall Concern in 
the Mercies we are now . commemorating. 
The Account of Moſes praying upon the 

| Hill. 
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Hill, while Iſrael and Amaleck engaged be⸗ 
low, was no doubt intended to Teach us, 
that "Joſhua without Moſes is not a ſaficient 
Strength. Fleets and Armies are proper In- 
ſtruments of Defence; but fervent Applica- 
tions to the Lord of Hoſts and God of Battle: 
owe a Turn to the whole Affair. Thus Re— 
ligious and good Governours work unſeen and 
at a diſtance; while their Piety and their 
Prayers qualifie their Forces for Victory, and 
the Chapel and the Cloſet crown the Sea and 
the Field with Efficacy and Succeſs. 


Thus have I in fome meaſure repreſen- 
ted, upon how many Accounts the Sacri- 
tice we now are offering is due. On which 
my Enlargements have been, not ſo much 
for the Sake of that Praiſe. which theſe 
next Inſtrumears of our Happineſs deſerve, 
as for exciting Your Praiſe and Gratitude to 
that Author and Fountain of all Good, who 
hath choſen and made uſe of them. For our 
true Happineſs and Ground of Rejoyc- 
ng lies not in Victory and Succeſs abſtracted- 
ly conſidered; (Theſe, like all other ſorts 
of worldly Profperity, Are ſometimes given 
to Men to their Hurt) but they lye in the 

2 Retem- 
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Reſemblance of Our Caſe to Iſrael's, and the 
Reaſons we have to believe our ſelves there. 
fore victorious, becauſe God is the Shield of 
our Help, and the Sword of our Excellency. 
J | But our Advantages, and the Greatnels of 
1 them, are never remembred to purpoſe, un- 
1 leſs they awaken in» us a due Senſe of the 
1 Greatneſs of our Obligations, which may put 
ji us upon Returns ſuitable and worthy of them. 
[ Obligations by no means ſatisficd with the 
j ſolemn Profeſſions of a Feſtival Day; but 
which require a Temper and Tenure of Lite 
4. and Converſation, ſuch as may promote the 
=. Ends of God's unſpeakable Goodnels, ad- 
vance our Intereſt at the ſame time it expreſſes 
our Gratitude, and recommend us yet more 
effectually to the enlargement of His Favour 


toward us. 


Let our Thankfulneſs then, Let it, I 
beſecch and conjure you, appear in all 
the fitting Demonſtrations of it. As we 
are Members of a Body Politick, let it be 
ſeen in Unity of Counſels and Affections, 
in impartial Juſtice, in Brotherly Kindnels, 

4 in Candour, and Condeſcenſion, and Tem- 
1 per, and Charity, and every Inſtance is 

4 the 
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the true (For this is the true) Goſpel- Mode- 
ration. Let us ſtudy to advance the Glory 
of God, and the Good of our Countrey, 
By a Faithful Adherence to, and an un— 
feigned Zeal tor, our excellent Conſtitution 
both in Church and State: By a punctual 
Diſcharge of our reſpective Functions: B 

all honourable and tender Regards to Them 
who have been, and are expoſed to Danger 
for our Eaſe and Safety; And eſpecially, 
by a cheerful and moſt affectionate Obe— 
dience to that Centre of our common Hap- 
pineſs and Honour; whole Arms the more 
ſignally God vouchſafes to proſper, the more 
diſingenuous, unnatural, and even impious 
mult it needs be, to create Her unncceſſary 
Difficulties, and add Weight to thoſe nume- 
rous Cares, that hang abour her Crown. 
Next, as to our Private Capacities, Let us 
uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to remove far 
from us every accurſed thing, to be by this 
Goodneſs effectually led to Repentance, to 
live as a People ſaved by the Lord : With our 


Enemies, treading under our Corruptions, the 


worſt and moſt dangerous of all Enemies: 
And never let it be our Reproach, when 
our Deſtruction had been laboured in vain 

from 


— DO CCC E—_ 


A T hankſgiving Sermon 


Beut. 11. 25 
. 2 Ys 


Hm every other Quarter, that we then by 
our obſtinate Sins and . at laſt de- 
ſtroyed our ſelves. In ſhort, Let us ſettle 
in our Hearts this moſt certain Truth, that 
He is the beſt Subject, the beſt Engliſh. 
man, and the beſt Chrittian, not whoſe Ex- 
preſſions of Joy are molt profule tor Victories 
abroad ; but whole good Principles and 
good Example, whole Peaceableneſs and 
Piety, contribute moſt to a yet more glo- 
rious, more advantageous Conqueſt ; Such 
as may render Her Majeſty triumphant, where 
ſhe deſires molt to be fo, over Irreligion and 
Profancncis, Libertiniſm and Faction at 
home. 


[ leave this whole Diſcourſe upon you 


with rwo or three Paſſages of Scripture; 


And Bleſſed be His unſpeakable Mercy, 
which hath made them fo applicable to 


the preſent Occaſion. The Lord hath drit- 


ven befyre you: Nations. great and ſirang, aut 
| the, Lord your God hath laid the fear of 
you,, and, the, dread of hon npou alk the 
Land whereon ye tread, _ they that hear 
report, of you. are in anguiſh and, tremble 
®ecaiiſe of yours for the Loxd your God he, it 
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1 that fighteth for you. Take good beed there- 
fore unto your ſelves, that ye love the Lord 
your God, and ſerve him with all your hearts, 


for conſider, how great things he hath done 
for you. 


To This God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt be Glory and Dominion, Ado- 
ration and Thankſgiving, now and for 
evermore. Amen, 
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